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Cuba
Or.lamesWileyofGrambling
StateUniversity,Louisiana,USA,
reportsasfollowsontheCuban
Conure(Aratingaeuops):
XiomaraGalvezandherteamof
biologistsaremakingtremendous
progressonthestudyof the
statusanddistributionof this
parakeet.Thisyearwe
concentratedonthelittle-studied
areaofOriente,wherewewere
abletoassessparakeetandparrot
populations.Inaddition,Xiomara
andhergrouphavebeen
collectinggooddataonthe
biologyof theparakeet,asneeded
todevelopbiologicallysound
conservationprogrammesfor the
species.Ofparticularinterest
duringthestudyperiodhasbeen
theparakeet'sdietand
reproductivebiology.Also,we
havemadeaspecialefforttoward
understandingits positionin
Cubanecologicalcommunities,
especiallythosegreatlyalteredby
man.

In 1998,asin 1997,weconducted
aConservationFestivalaspartof
oureffortsto informand
"convert"thelocalpublicto
supportingthedrivetoconserve
theCubanParakeetandother
endangeredspecies.Thisyear's
Festivalwasinjaguajayand,like
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earlierevents,wasaspectacular
success.Thepublic(e.g.,school
children,hunters,citizens)
participatedin theinventoryof
parakeetpopulationscentredon
thenorth-centralcoastofCuba,
thenenjoyedacommunity
festivalincelebrationof
conservationandtheparakeet.

Plansaremovingaheadfor re-
introducingtheparakeetin the
Isladelajuventud(IsleofPines),
wherethespecieswas
exterminatednearlyacentury
ago.Wehavelaidthegroundwork
for suchaneffortthrough
baselinestudiesofpotentialnest
cavityandfoodavailability,
predatorandcompetitorthreats,
andpotentialreleasesites.In
addition,Xiomarahasledapublic
educationprogrammethatbegan
in December1995withthefirst
ConservationFestival(areportof
whichis in pressinBird
ConservationInternationaO.That
festivalwasfoundedonthe
participationof thepublicandwe
hadmorethan300localresidents
manningsurveystationsduringa
one-dayinventoryof theparrot
andcranepopulationonthe
island.Thisyear(November
1998),wewill haveafollow-up
festivalat therequestof Isla
residents.All of thisis quite
exciting,becausenowweare
gettingtremendouspublic
interestin,andsupportof, local
conservationprogrammes.
Theeffortsof the1998field
seasonwill becontinuedinto
1999.Wewill beconcentrating
ourstupiesof parakeetbiologyin
theBelEmNationalEcologyArea,
Camaguay,in east-centralCuba.
Effortstherewill beconcentrating
oncharacterisingnesthabitat,
includingnestcavity
characteristics,aswellasthe
behaviourandecologyor the
parakeet.Additionalareaswill be
surveyedtoaddtoourpoolof
knowledgeabouttheparakeet's
distributionandstatusin Cuba.
Anotherfestivalis plannedfor
February,thistimetobecentred
in theZapataSwamp,anareaof
importanceformanyof Cuba's
endangeredspecies,includingthe
parakeet.

Pendingtheoutcomeof thedata
collectionin 1999,wemaybegin
preparingmanuscriptsdescribing
ourparakeetfindingslatenext
year,butcertainlybythe
followingyear.Thesupportthat

theCanadianWorldParrotTrust
havegenerouslyaffordedXiomara
andherteamis greatly
appreciated,asit hasallowedher
to maketremendousgainsin
knowledgeandtousethat
knowledgein developingan
effectivemanagementprogram
for Cuba'spsittacines.

EchoParakeet
Update
fromGrantHarper('Harpo'),
ProjectLeader,1998/99
at8 October,1998
Therearecurrentlyeightnests.
Fivehaveeightchicksatvarious
stagesof growth,andthreehave
eggs.Twowildchickshave
alreadybeentransferredto the
aviariesatBlackRiver,wherethey
accompanythetwochicksthat
havebeenhatchedfromthree
harvestedeggs.Weexpectat
leastfourneststo produce
clutchesin thenextweekor two.

Themostinterestingnewsthus
farhasbeenpairingofa twoyear
oldcaptiverearedreleasebird
withawildmale.She('Gabriella')
hasproducedaneggwhich
unfortunately,butnot
surprisingly,is infertile. Wehope
to fosterachicktoherin the
immediatefuture.Thisnestis a
turningpointfor theEcho
Parakeetproject,showingthatthe
releasebirdscanbecome
functioningmembersof thewild
population,andbodeswellfor
thefutureof thereleaseprogram
andthespeciesasawhole. We
havealsofoundapairingbetween
aoneyearoldfemaleandafour
yearoldmale,bothbandedas
chicksonnests.Thispairingmay
giveussomebaselineinformation
onsexualmaturity,dependingon
whetherthey produceaclutchor
not.

Therecentpurchaseofaportable
incubatorhastakena lot of the
guessworkanduncertaintyoutof
chicktransfers,andis avaluable
and longawaitedadditionto the
team!

Dalejacksonleavesustomorrow
togobacktoParadiseParkafter
his sixweeksecondmenthere.
TheEchoteamandDalehave
bothlearnta lot whilehehas
beenhere,andhe'sbeena
valuable,hardworkingandeasy
goingmemberof theteam.It
wouldbegoodto seehimout
hereagainatsomestage.

DalejacksoninMauritius

TheEchoGoes
TechnowithHelp
fromPanasonic
byAmberDelahookeandRob
Sullivan

TheEchoParakeetProjectin
Mauritiushastakenonanew
technicaldimensionwiththe
introductionofanestcamera!
Thecamerawill beusedto record
everygoing-onin thenestcavity
of awildpairofEcho's,(Corner
Pair),throughoutthisbreeding
season.It shouldhopefullylead
to importantdiscoveriesabout
theproblemsfacingtheyoung
chicksin thenest;revealingthe
extentstowhichtheyarebegging
forandreceivingfood,theroleof
theextramalesin thepopulation
orperhapstheintrusionofexotic
competitorssuchasIndianMynah
birds.Wearehopingto setup
anothersystemin theCaptive
BreedingCentretocomparethe
wildandcaptiveEchos,the
resultsofwhichwill beusedas
thebasisforEmma'sMasters
degree.

Weareverygratefulto Panasonic
for donatingtheheartof the
system,a 12VPanasonic
timelapseVCR(worth£895)which
canbeprogrammedtostretcha4
hourtapeover24hours.It is
nestledsafelyinaparrotproof
casethatisairandwatertightand
will behiddenawayfromthenest
tree.

Manythanksarealsodueto the
NewZealandDepartmentof
Conservationforall theirhelpand
advice,especiallyPauljansenand
MurrayDouglas,whohave -
developedextensivefieldcamera
systemsfor monitoringthe
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